
‘Lest we forget’ and ‘The Scouting Memorial Project’.

The phrase ‘Lest we forget’ is often said as a final line to the poem ‘For the Fallen’ and has 
been adopted in a badge to ‘The Scouting Memorial Project’. It was a national campaign 
designed to raise awareness of “Remembrance”. Funds were raised to build and maintain a 
Scouting memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum in Birmingham to remember those who 
have given service to Scouting and their communities, especially those members of Scouting 
who have suffered through conflict. It’s not just about building a memorial it’s about honouring 
service and inspiring the future. It is exactly what we do at the Reunion each year, please 
accept this pin badge as a personal momento to the toast of ‘Absent Friends’.

Laurence Binyon wrote ‘For the Fallen’, which has seven stanzas, while sitting on the cliffs 
between Pentire Point and The Rumps in north Cornwall. There is also a plaque on the beehive 
monument on the East Cliff above Portreath which cites that as the place where Binyon 
composed the poem. Over time, the third and fourth stanzas of the poem (although often just 
the fourth) were claimed as a tribute to all casualties of war, regardless of state.

Here are the third and fourth stanzas commonly known as the Ode of Remembrance.

They went with songs to the battle, they were young.
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.

(final phrase) Lest we Forget

(response) We will remember them.

The initial idea for the project came around before 2014 when a team of Explorer Scouts (aged 
14-18) from the 64th Birmingham Scout Group visited the National Memorial Arboretum during 
a Diamond Chief Scout Award expedition. They spent 4 hours there and left inspired by the 
Arboretum yet disappointed that, although there are a number of other youth organisations 
represented, there was no Scouting memorial.

The idea was then developed further a year later when 10 Networkers from the same Group 
completed an Explorer Belt expedition in northern France and Belgium. They spent 10 days 
walking along and exploring the Western Front between Amiens and Ypres gaining a real 
appreciation of the sacrifices made by people of their own age. This really bought home the 
subject of Remembrance on a very personal level.

As discussion on this subject grew we increasingly heard stories of Scout Groups whose 
members had suffered through conflict; some with injuries and some who gave their lives as the 
ultimate sacrifice. Many of these individuals were aged 18-25.

‘The Scouting Memorial Project’ has the full support of Scout HQ in Gilwell and Birmingham 
County and the initial scope of the memorial was widened to include remembrance of all 
members of The Scout Association who have given service to Scouting, with a special mention 
for those members who have suffered through conflict.


